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May 1, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 

Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 

 

Following Governor Abbott’s recent announcement of a phased reopening of the state and his 

guidelines for churches, Cardinal DiNardo issued a letter to the faithful of the Archdiocese about 

the process of reopening our parishes. Here is a summary of how this applies to St. Clare, and 

what has been decided so far. 

 

First, I have established a “pandemic response team” consisting of the clergy and parish staff.  

After consulting with them, I have approved the following plan of action: 

 

Mass Schedule 

 

• Livestream Masses will continue, as usual, even after Masses become open to the 

public. Currently, Masses are livestreamed at 8:30 a.m. on weekdays (Monday through 

Friday), and at 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. on Sundays. 

• We will allow the faithful to return to Mass on Wednesday, May 6th, at 8:30 a.m.  

Weekday Masses will then continue Monday through Friday until further notice. 

• Public weekend Masses will resume the weekend of May 9 – 10. 

• The schedule for public weekend Masses will be 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. 

and 5:30 p.m. on Sunday.  There will NOT be an 11:00 a.m. Mass. 

 

Mass Regulations 

 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still suspended, so you do not have to come if 

you are not comfortable yet in doing so. 

https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/OpenTexas-Checklist-Churches-Places-of-Worship.pdf
https://www.archgh.org/news-data/cardinals-corner/letter-to-the-faithful/


• In this first phase of reopening, we can permit attendance of up to 25% of our physical 

capacity (just like the stores and other businesses are doing). 

• All of the usual safety precautions should still be followed. The following are required 

for Mass attendance: 

o Bring your own mask, which must be worn during Mass. 

o Bring your own hand sanitizer. 

o The protocol for distributing/receiving Holy Communion will be announced. 

o All parties must sit/stand at least six feet apart. 

o Individuals within the same party may sit adjacent to one another, for example, 

two or more members of the same household, or two individuals who are not 

members of the same household but who are attending together. 

• If you are sick, or think you may have been exposed to COVID-19, please do not come to 

Mass, but participate by livestream. 

• If you are 65 or older, or if you have an underlying condition, it is recommended that 

you continue to stay home and participate by livestream. 

 

Confession 

 

• The Sacrament of Reconciliation will resume on Wednesdays (instead of Saturdays), 

beginning May 13, from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

• More details will be announced by Flocknote regarding the protocol for where to go and 

what to do. 

• Please also consider contacting other parishes about receiving this sacrament. 

 

Other Sacraments 

 

• Anointing of the Sick: please contact the parish office and we will make sure 

parishioners are taken care of. 

• Weddings and Funerals: contact the parish office for assistance. 

• Baptisms: see the St. Clare Baptism page for more information. 

• RCIA (the process of becoming Catholic): those currently in the process will be contacted 

individually. Newcomers who are interested in becoming Catholic should contact John 

Kovacs in the parish office. 

 

Private Prayer at St. Clare 

 

• The parish grounds will be open during the day for you, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., to 

visit for private prayer. 

• Please consider praying at the Mary Garden or in the Narthex. 

• As usual, please wear a mask and practice good hygiene and safe distancing. 

 

https://stclarehouston.org/baptism
mailto:john.kovacs@stclarehouston.org?subject=RCIA%20at%20St.%20Clare
mailto:john.kovacs@stclarehouston.org?subject=RCIA%20at%20St.%20Clare


The Parish Office 

 

• The parish office will reopen on Monday, May 4th. 

• Office hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

• Please wear a mask and practice good hygiene and safe distancing if you need to visit 

the office. 

• Signing up for Mass intentions in person, as well as purchasing votive candles, is 

temporarily suspended.  Please call the office for Mass intentions. 

• Meeting with clients for outreach with Christians in Action is also still suspended. 

 

Ministry Meetings 

 

• All on-site ministry meetings are still temporarily suspended. 

• Ministries are encouraged to continue to engage online, for example, using Zoom or 

social media, or else to meet in one another’s homes (but please observe state health 

guidelines, for your own safety). 

• Questions about a particular ministry should be directed to the staff member in charge 

of that ministry. 

 

Finally, take advantage of the resources for prayer, personal faith formation, and past livestream 

links, which can be found on our Homepage and on our Covid-19 Resource page.  I encourage 

you all to pray in solidarity with the Universal Church, and especially to invoke the intercession 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  May she bring the healing grace and peace of Her Son, Jesus, to 

each and every one of us! 

 

We will continue to monitor developments and communicate to you any changes via Flocknote 

as necessary. 

 

Stay healthy and stay connected in prayer! 

 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Fr. Vincent 

https://stclarehouston.org/
https://stclarehouston.org/covid-19

